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Demographics 

The demographics of the PIT Count have been consistent over the past few years. These charts show data from the 2026 PIT Count. 
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The 2026 PIT Count showed a higher share of people identifying as male than Maricopa County, where the American Community Survey 
(ACS) reports a 50% male/50% female split. Adults 35–44 were the largest age group in the PIT Count at 22%, followed by adults 25–34 at 20%; 
children (0–17) accounted for 14%, while youth (18–24) and older adults (65+) each made up 7%. Overall, adults 25+ comprised 80% of the PIT 
Count, compared with 68% of Maricopa County residents per ACS. The PIT Count's racial makeup also differed from the county: ACS reports 
Maricopa County as White (59%), Black or African American (6%), Asian (5%), American Indian or Alaska Native (2%), Native Hawaiian or 
Other Pacific Islander (<1%), and Multiple or Other Races (29%). A higher share of PIT respondents also identified as Non-Hispanic or 
Non-Latina(e)(o) than countywide, where ACS reports 69%. 

5In 2025, HUD revised its required Universal Data Elements (UDEs) and the Maricopa Regional CoC Board aligned community UDEs to match: gender is no longer collected 
and sex is report ed as male/female. Unsheltered respondents are fully represented in sex figures; sheltered figures include only providers that ask the question. Due to this, 
the figures on sex are not a full representation of all people counted. 

HUD also treats "Hispanic or Latina(e)(o) Only" as its own race/ethnicity category, shown separately above. County comparison figures: U.S. Census Bureau, American 
Community Survey 2024 1-Year Estimate. 
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The 2026 PIT Count identified 611 families experiencing homelessness, with a total of 
2,103 persons in families. From 2020 to 2026, the number of families has increased by 11%. 
Families are defined in this report as households with at least one adult and one child. Almost all 
families identified from the PIT Count were in either emergency shelter or transitional housing. 
Unsheltered families may be hard for volunteers to identify during the PIT Count due to 
tendencies to stay in vehicles or other hidden locations. Family service providers reached out and 
conducted interview surveys over the phone to better count the number of families experiencing 
homelessness. 

Youth ages 18-24 are considered a vulnerable population, and the number decreased by 
12% since last year. Youth are also a challenging subpopulation to identify during the PIT 
Count. To account for this, homeless youth service providers have participated in the planning 
and survey process over the years to better understand this subpopulation and to capture the 
number of unaccompanied youth. 

The number of veterans experiencing homelessness has decreased by 9% since last year. 
The number of veterans experiencing sheltered and unsheltered homelessness on the night of the 
count has gone up and down over the years. This year, the number of unsheltered and sheltered 
veterans both decreased. It is important to note that veteran status is self-reported in the PIT 
Count. 

The PIT Count also collects information on other subpopulations based on self-reported, voluntary responses: 

Year-over-year growth in chronic homelessness has eased relative to prior years. The 
chronic unsheltered count rose by 7% since last year and the chronic sheltered count fell by 1%, 
while the cumulative increase from 2020 to 2026 stands at 88%. 
HUD defines chronic homelessness as: (1) a person who lives in a place not meant for human habitation, Safe Haven, 
or Emergency Shelter; (2) has a disability; and (3) has been homeless continuously for one year or four or more times 
in the last three years, with a combined length of homelessness of at least 12 months. When a head of household 
meets this definition, all household members are counted as chronically homeless. 
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